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1.0 Web Viewer Overview 

 Web Viewer serves as a tool to search and browse METS XML compliant digital 
objects.  It provides a single common interface to view both the metadata and all content 
files contained within or referenced by the object.  

1.1 Search Page 

 
Figure 1 – METS Object Search Page 

 The initial page displayed allows the user to search for METS objects to view.  
On the first portion of the screen, the user is able to search all of the descriptive metadata 
included within the object.  This search is not case sensitive and does not require 
wildcards.  For example, “lp0001” in the will return all of the long-playing records or 
“Pearl Harbor” will return a list of all the Pearl Harbor manuscripts and recordings. 

The second portion of the screen allows a user to choose from a list of given 
collections.  This allows a user without any information or knowledge concerning the 
cataloguing or item identification rules to access entire groups of related objects. 

  3 
 

 



1.2 Browser Page 

 

Figure 2 – METS Object Browser Page 

 Upon submitting search criteria or choosing a collection to browse, the user is 
given a listing of all objects that match the requirements.  From this screen, the user can 
choose to sort the objects alphabetically by “Title”, “Type”, and “Digital ID” by clicking 
on those column headings respectively (in the yellow area).  The title of any object can be 
clicked on to view the object (see Section 2.1).  The gray columns on the right offer 
alternative metadata displays to allow users to view data.  The first column displays the 
descriptive metadata as a Bibliographic Record (see Section 2.3), the second as a 
metadata map (see Section 2.2), and the third as the raw METS XML document. 

2.0 Viewer Skins 

 The Web Viewer has various XSL stylesheets that manipulate the XML document 
to create a variety of views.  Each of these is independent of all the others and is provided 
to allow the user to access the object at varying levels depending on their interest.  As 
additional objects are digitized, these views will provide a variety of different 
presentation methods to be available to the user depending on both the user’s access 
privileges (such as copyright restricted objects) and on the type of object viewed.  
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2.1 Basic View 

 When a user chooses to click on the Title of an object in the search results, this 
presentation will be displayed.  The browser is divided into three frames; the left frame 
provides links to navigate to any level within the object; the top-right frame provides 
access to object-level information; and the bottom-right frame displays images, provides 
links to audio, and gives further information concerning the object (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 3 – Default Viewer Display 

 The left-hand frame has links to each of the individual sections of the object.  For 
example, within a “Sound Recording” section, a user can click on any of the individual 
Songs or Sides to automatically hear the MP3 (Service Low) version of the audio or view 
an image of the recording media.  At the same time, in the lower right frame, thumbnails 
of all images appear. 

 In the image above, the individual links allow direct access to individual page 
images of the object.  To view any of these images larger, a user simply clicks on the 
desired image.  In addition, clicking on each of the “Screens” allows the user to browse 
additional images within the object (see Section 3.1).  Clicking on these enlarged images 
once again will take the user to an interface to view the image at different sizes (see 
Section 3.4). 
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2.2 Metadata Map 

 The Metadata Map (Figure 4) displays both the basic structure of the METS 
object and all the information associated with each individual level of the document.  The 
main function of this view is to give the user a detailed mapping of which particular types 
and pieces of metadata are associated with the particular parts of the object.  Users will 
predominantly use this for finding very specific information about the object, such as the 
date a file was created, the person who digitized the file, or the LCCN of the item. 

 
Figure 4 – Metadata Map 
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2.3 Descriptive Metadata 

 The Descriptive Metadata display serves 
as a quick, simple method of examining the basic 
descriptive information associated with the 
object.  The first place it is available is the search 
results page to assist the user in finding the 
detailed information about an object without 
having to open the entire object. This data is 
available from any of the existing displays by 
clicking on “Bib Record Info” or “Descriptive 
MD”. 

3.0 Advanced Functions 

 With the exception of Image Zooming, 
the advanced functionality within the Web 
Viewer actually occurs automatically without 
requiring the user to enable or activate any of it. 

3.1 Preview Image Browsing 

 Within each of the objects, the Web 
Viewer scales down each of the images to 
display them in “Preview Groups” of eight per 
page.  This provides the user with direct and 

immediate access to the first image portions of the object, such as the front and back of 
the cover artwork, by simply clicking on the desired image.  The user can then click on 
the image to initiate the Image Zooming (see Section 3.4).   From the Preview Images, 
the user can choose to click on the Preview Groups to access additional images within the 
object. 

Figure 5 – Descriptive Metadata 

3.2 File Existence Checking 

 File Existence Checking is an entirely transparent function to the user in most 
circumstances.  Whenever a user attempts to access a content file (audio, video, text, or 
images), this function will determine if the file exists at the supplied path and notify the 
user if it does not.  If the file does exist, it simply gives the file to the user and waits for 
the next file to be requested. 

3.3 Audio Parsing 

 Audio Parsing is used whenever an audio file is played.  When there are multiple 
independent songs or cuts within a single file (such as multiple songs within a long 
playing recording), the METS document should include information concerning the time 
offset and duration.  Viewer uses this information to stream audio files beginning at this 
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offset and ending at the duration.  This allows a user to listen to any portion of the 
recording without listening to the entire file. 

3.4 Image Zooming 

 Image Zooming (Figure 5) is the only function that requires any explicit user 
input.  The image opens within its own window at full size.  Upon selecting a new scaling 
percentage from the drop-down box, the image immediately rescales itself to this size.  
This provides the user a stock set of common zooming sizes (displayed below). 

 
Figure 5 – Image Zooming 
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